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Li q 50 -oo J
English 4950 I Spring 2011

Literary History
Prof. Angela Vietto
arvietto@eiu.com
217-549-3203 (cell)

Office: 3345 Coleman Hall
Office hours:
M 1:30-2:30, T 3-5, W 10:30-11:30, F 10:3011:30, and by appointment

Overview and Objectives
Your education in literature in Eastern's English Department has mostly been organized around the idea of
literary periods. In this course we will examine the reasons for this kind of organization of literature, the
problems with it, and what you can do with literary history.
We'll undertake this investigation in three phases. First, we will review the traditional literary historical
curriculum and you will reflect on your experience with that curriculum. Next, we will explore what literary
historical knowledge can add to our appreciation and analysis of contemporary literature. Finally, we will
explore the field called book history (which includes the histories of printing, authorship, and publishing) as
an alternative way to organize our thinking about particular moments in literary history.
As a "capstone course," this class is designed to encourage you to synthesize subjects you have studied
discretely and to help you to think critically about your education as a whole. In addition, because of our
particular subject matter, two important goals of this course are to help you think historically and to
encourage you to become self-aware regarding your historical practices in relationship to literature.

Texts from TRS
Ferguson et al., eds., The Norton Anthology ofPoetry
Finkelstein & McCleery, eds., The Book History Reader

Supplemental Course Packet
A packet of additional readings will be provided in January; readings in this packet do not begin until
February.

WebCT
Course handouts will be archived in our WebCT space, along with materials like quiz replacement
assignments. I will also make your grades available in WebCT, and some short writing assignments may be
made in the form of postings in a WebCT discussion board.

Information for Students with Disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the Office
ofDisability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.
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Grade Breakdown
Projects
Qyizzes & short writings
Participation
Essay 1
Mid-term exam
Essay 2
Essay 3
Essay revisions
Final Exam

Distribution
10%
10%
10%
10%
15%
20%
10%
15%

Final Grade
93-100
85-92
77-84
69-76
68 and below

A
B

c
D
F

Q..uizzes and short writings: Qyizzes will be given on most days, covering the assigned reading as
well as material presented in class. Qyizzes are designed to reinforce the key points we will be learning, and
also to help you synthesize material; for that reason, they will also be cumulative. Qyizzes will be given at
the beginning of class and will normally take only 5-10 minutes, so you should arrive on time if you want to
take the quiz. Short writing assignments may be given as homework or in-class.
Grading: Each quiz and each short writing is worth 10 points. I will drop your lowest quiz/short
writing score (including Os for missed quizzes or writings that are not made up). The remaining scores will
be averaged.
Missed quizzes and short writings: Since I will drop your lowest score, if you miss only one quiz or
short writing, you might choose to take the 0, knowing that that score will be dropped. However, if you
miss more, due to lateness or absence, you will likely want to make up what you've missed. Short writings
done in class can be made up exactly as they were done in class (you'll find them on WebCT, and they are
due at the next class session). Qyizzes can only be made up with replacement assignments, which are
available on WebCT. These assignments are due at the class session after the one at which you missed the
quiz. These will be significantly different from the quizzes, but they will require you to demonstrate your
knowledge of the same material as the quiz and will also require some additional research and approximately
3 pages of writing.
Essays: There are three formal essays in the course, each quite different from the other. The first will be
reflective in nature; the second will be the most traditional; and the third will ask you to try out an unusual
kind of literary research. In all cases, I ask for your very best writing.

Revisions of Essays: Revisions of each of the three essays are required; each revision is a separate
assignment. The grades on the revisions will not replace the grades on the original projects.

Exams: Both exams will be cumulative. Save your quizzes and notes throughout the semester.
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Attendance: Unless you are seriously ill, you should come to class every day. However, I am neither
your parent nor your employer, so, with one exception, I do not feel it is my business to decide whether or
not your reasons for missing class are good ones. That is to say, with one important exception, you don't
need to tell me why you miss class or give me doctor's notes, etc., for your absences.*
Here's what happens when you miss class:

•
•

•
•

It is your responsibility to learn what you need to make up. You can get most of that information on
WebCT, but you will probably also want to check with a classmate about notes from our discussion.
If you miss a reading quiz, you will find a quiz replacement assignment on WebCT; it is due at the
next class session (but remember that your lowest quiz score will be dropped).
If you miss class on the day when a major essay is due, you should submit that essay via email to
arvietto@eiu.edu on the same day the essay is due. (Not possible? See the policy on late work.)
There is no way to "make up" participation points for days you miss class.

Don't be deceived: excessive absences will hurt your grade in this class (both because you will not learn as
much, which will show in your essays and exams, and because of the participation grade).

A Special Note on Senioritis: Senioritis can be dangerous to your academic health. Strangely,
some students don't know, or don't believe, that failing a required course in the final semester can actually
keep a student from graduating. In addition, when overall GPA or GPA in the major falls below the
standards for graduation or student teaching, those events will, again, not occur as scheduled.

Participation: Participation means being focused and forthcoming during class. When you sit silently,
even if you are listening, you do not learn as much as you do when you participate in conversation. That's
not just something old folk like me believe on faith; it is established fact, supported by extensive research by
psychologists who study learning. Each day you attend class, I assign between 1 and 10 points for
participation. I average your participation grades over the course of the semester to obtain the final grade.
Here's how I assign points:

•

•
•

•
•

Students who make a good faith effort to do everything I ask during a class session and remain alert
and engaged throughout the session, engaging actively in (on-task) small group discussion and
making at least one or two high-quality contributions to large group discussions, earn 10 points for
the day.
Students who come close to the standard above but fall a little short (for example, participating well
in small groups but not speaking in the larger group) will earn 8-9 points.
Students who are attentive and contribute at least once but whose contributions are sometimes off
topic or lower in quality will earn between 5 and 8 points for the day.
Participation points will be deducted, at my discretion, when students arrive late, leave early,
demonstrate that they have not been paying attention, do work for other classes, use ear buds, sleep,
or otherwise behave rudely.
When I see a student text messaging, that student's daily participation score will be 1.

* The only exception is missing an exam, either the mid-term or the final; in fairness to other students, should that
occur, I will require documentation that a legitimate, serious, unavoidable illness or genuine emergency prevented the
student from being present for the exam before allowing the student to take an altered version of the exam.
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For Those Considering Graduate Study: If you are planning to apply to graduate programs in
English, and particularly if you are contemplating applying to Ph.D. programs that require the GRE Subject
exam in Literature, you should be aware of what this class can and will do for you (and what it can't and
won't). No single course can fill in all the gaps in a typical undergraduate literary education, even for
excellent students. What the course can do is to help you identifY and understand those gaps and make a
plan of self-study to assist you in preparing to take the GRE Subject exam, if that is in your future. If you
are considering graduate study, I would be happy to talk with you about your plans (and you really should
talk with as many of your instructors as possible).

Late Work: The ability to meet deadlines is an important skill to learn. I am willing to grant extensions,
but you must follow this procedure: You must contact me, either in person or by phone, no later than the
calendar day before an assignment is due, to request an extension. I will NOT grant extensions the day the
assignment is due, and I will not grant extensions in response to emails or text messages.
If you request an extension as described above, there will be no penalty to your grade. If you do not
request an extension as described above but your work is late, it will lose 10% of its value for each calendar
day it is late.

The English Department's Statement on Plagiarism: "Any teacher who discovers an act
of plagiarism-The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author,
and representation of them as one's original work' (Random House Dictionary ofthe English Language)-has
the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and
including immediate assignments, of a grade ofF for the assigned essay and a grade ofF for the course, and
to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office."

My Statement on Academic Honesty: I assume I can trust you, but when I discover intentional
plagiarism in a student essay (as I have, alas, done every year I have been at Eastern) or when I observe other
kinds of academic dishonesty, my response is to fail the guilty student for the entire course and to report the
offense to the Office of Student Standards. If you are ever tempted to present someone else's work as your
own, seek assistance from your instructor instead.
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Schedule
NAP= Norton Anthology of Poetry, BHR =Book History Reader

Overview of MJan 10
British and
WJan 12
American
Literary F Jan 14
History

Introductions
Perkins, "The Present State of the Discussion" (handout).
Old English: NAP pp. 1-15 and Beowulfhandout

MJan 17

Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday celebrated-No Class

WJan 19

Middle English/Chaucer: NAP pp. 15-67

FJan 21

Late Medieval: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (handout)

MJan24

Early Modern/16th C: NAP 126-128, 142-144, 159-165,257-262

WJan26

17th C: NAP293-313, 417-450,499-500,540-545,549-552

F Jan 28

17th C in British North America: NAP 391-393, 458-467, 536-540

MJan 31

18th C. British &American Poetty: NAP 596-604, 666-672, 716-723

WFeb2

18th C. British novel: Readings in course packet, TBA

FFeb 4

British Romanticism: NAP 796-811, 833-836, 870-878

MFeb7

Am Revolution/Early Republic: Readings in course packet, TBA

WFeb9

Victorian: Readings in course packet, TBA

FFeb 11

Lincoln's Birthday Observed-No classes

M Feb 14

Am Romanticism: Readings in course packet, TBA

WFeb 16

Late Victorian/Edwardian: Readings in course packet, TBA

FFeb 18

Am Realism: Readings in course packet, TBA

M Feb 21

Modernism: UK: Readings in course packet, TBA

WFeb23

Modernism: US: Readings in course packet, TBA

FFeb 25

Post?Modernism: Readings in course packet, TBA

M Feb 28

Student-selected contemporary readings due; review for mid-term

WMar2

No class-study day

FMar4

Mid-Term Exam
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Contemporary
Writing and
Literary
History

Book History

Final Exam

MMar7

Essay One due; Student-selected readings in contemporary lit--TBA

WMar9

Student-selected readings in contemporary lit--TBA

FMar 11

No class; conferences Thursday/Friday

Mar 14-18

Spring Break

MMar21

Revision of Essay One and abstract of Essay Two due; continued
discussion of student-selected readings in contemporary lit

WMar23

Continued discussion of student-selected readings in contemporary lit

FMar25

Continued discussion of student-selected readings in contemporary lit

MMar28

Essay Two due; introduction to book history

WMar30

Chartier "The Practical Impact ofWriting" (BHR 118-143)

F Apr1

Monaghan, "Literacy Instruction and Gender in Colonial New
England" (BHR 297-315)

MApr4

West, "The Magazine Market" (BHR 269-276)

WApr6

Woodmansee & Jaszi, in course packet

FApr8

Foucault 'What Is an Author?" and Tompkins "Masterpiece Theatre"
(BHR 221-230, 250-258)

MApr 11

Altick, "The English Common Reader" and Rose, "Rereading the
English Common Reader" (BHR 340-349 and 324-339)

W Apr 13

Radway, in course packet

F Apr 15

Revision of Essay Two due; writing exercises for Essay Three

MApr 18

Essay Three writing workshop

W Apr20

Essay Three writing workshop

F Apr22

Essay Three writing workshop

MApr25

Essay Three due; review for final exam

W Apr27

Review for final exam

F Apr29

Review for final exam

WMay4
10:1512:15

Final Exam; Revision of Essay Three due at Exam

